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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  26,  1907. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  March  19,  1907,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  a statement  of  the  assessed 
value  of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  an  estimate  of  the  taxable  per- 
sonal property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1908,  and  suggestions  and  recommendations  looking  toward 
the  improvement  of  the  service. 

The  assessment  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
fiscal  year  to  end  June  30,  1908,  and  the  total  amount  of  taxes  subject 
to  collection  thereunder  are  as  follows: 


Washington  City : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $105,  570,  679 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 93,  435,  045 


Total  assessed  valuation $199,  005,  724 

Washington  County : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land 31,  629,  910 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 24,  689,  200 


Total  assessed  valuation 56,  319, 110 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of 

Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June  30,  1908 255,  324,  834 


Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June  30,  1908 : 

Washington  City $2,  985,  085.  88 

Washington  County 844,  786.  65 


Total  real  estate  tax 3,  829,  872.  53 

Estimated  personal  tax  for  the  year  to  end  June  30,  1908  « 850,  000.  00 


Total  real  estate  and  estimated  personal  tax_: 4,  679,  872.  53 

The  foregoing  figures  upon  realty  are  based  upon  the  triennial 
assessment  of  1906-1908.  The  assessment  for  1909-1911  is  now  in 
course  of  preparation  and  will  be  completed  and  subject  to  appeal 
beginning  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1908. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  was  as  follows : 

Washington  City : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $105,  283,  675 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 89,  039,  745 

Total  assessed  valuation $194,  323,  420.  00 


a This  amount  is  necessarily  estimated  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  board  of 
personal  tax  appeals  will  not,  according  to  law,  adjourn  until  the  second  Mon- 
day in  March,  and  the  final  levy  can  not  be  definitely  ascertained  until  then. 
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Washington  County : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $31,  490,  724 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 21,  492,  350 


Total  assessed  valuation $52,  983,  074.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907___  247,  306,  494.  00 


Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907 : 

Washington  City $2,914,851.32 

Washington  County  794,  746. 11 


Total  real  estate  tax 3,  709,  597.  43 

The  increase  of  assessed  valuation  for  1908  as  compared  with  that 
of  1907,  due  to  new  buildings,  additions,  etc.,  shows  an  increase 
for  the  city  of  $4,682,304  and  for  the  county  $3,336,036  (total, 
$8,018,340),  resulting  in  an  increased  tax  of  $120,275.10,  as  follows: 

City $70,234.56 

County 50,  040.  54 


Total 1 120,275.10 

In  arriving  at  the  above  increase  of  assessment  for  1908  allowance 
has  been  made  for  a reduction  due  to  the  demolition  of  about 
$142,000  worth  of  buildings  in  connection  with  the  railroad  terminal 
improvements. 


Personal  tax  levy,  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907. 


Personal  property,  at  1^  per  cent $310,506.06 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 15,  653.  22 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings,  less  inter- 
est paid  depositors 4,  409.  32 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings : 36,  611.  70 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 34,  566.  71 

Gaslight  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 89,  741.  45 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 90,  746.  68 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 64,  794.  67 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 149,  919.  52 

Street  railways,  use  of  highway  bridge 8,  738.  67 


Total 805,  688.  00 


Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions  and  improvements,  etc.,  made  during 
the  fiscal  year  1907  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1908. 


City. 

County. 

Total. 

Assessment  of  new  buildings 

S3, 307, 700 
497, 700 
1, 283, 471 

S3, 302, 200 
96, 800 

$6, 609, 900 
594, 500 
1,283,471 

Additions  and  improvements 

Gas,  eleetrie  lamps,  conduits,  etc 

Total  assessment 

5, 088, 871 
280, 600 

3,399,000 
14, 300 

8, 487,871 
294, 900 

Off 

Remaining  assessment 

4, 808, 271 

3,384,700 

8, 192, 971 

BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 


District  of  Columbia  . 

$161,000 
46, 800 

$161,000 
82, 800 

Churches,  schools,  etc 

$36,000 

Total 

207, 800 

36,000 

243, 800 
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Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions  and  improvements,  etc.,  made  during 
the  fiscal  year  1907  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1908 — Continued. 

RECAPITULATION. 


City. 

County. 

Total. 

Remaining  assessment 

$4,  808, 271 
207, 800 

$3,384,700 
36, 000 

$8, 192, 971 
243, 800 

Exempt  from  taxation 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 

4, 600,471 

3, 348, 700 

7, 949, 171 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS. 


Brick 

775 

740 

1,515 

Frame 

28 

319 

347 

Total 

803 

1,059 

1,862 

Number  of  buildings  removed 

444 

41 

485 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings 

359 

1,018 

1,377 

Number  of  buildings  repaired 

197 

58 

255 

By  sections. 


Section. 

New  buildings. 

Repairs. 

Off. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

Northwest 

354 

$2, 412, 100 

171 

$404, 300 

230 

$91,400 

Southwest 

62 

111,400 

10 

10, 7C0 

31 

4,900 

Northeast 

142 

480,  700 

25 

30, 700 

180 

184, 000 

Southeast 

245 

303, 500 

6 

52,000 

3 

300 

Total 

803 

3, 307, 700 

212 

497, 700 

444 

280, 600 

Average  assessed  value  per  building. 


Section  : v alue- 

Northwest $6,  814 

Southwest . 1,  797 

Northeast : 3,  385 

Southeast 1,  239 


Average  for  the  city 4,  106 


Number  of  “flat  buildings,,  assessed  in  the  city. 


Section. 

Number. 

Value. 

Northwest 

47 

17 

11 

6 

$725, 800 
32, 600 
132, 100 
18, 100 

Southwest  

Northeast 

Southeast 

Total 

81 

908, 600 

Assessed  values  in  county,  North  Capitol  street  being  the  dividing  line  east  and 

ivest. 


New  buildings. 

Repairs. 

Off. 

o 1 

Section. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

i oiai 
value. 

East  of 

253 

$326, 200 
2, 976, 000 

5 

$3,  800 
93, 000 

21 

$4,300 

10,000 

$332, 800 
3, 066, 200 

West  of 

806 

53 

20 

Total 

1,059 

3,302,200 

58 

96,800 

41  , 

14, 300 

3, 399, 000 

Average  assessed  value  per  new  building.  * 


East  of  North  Capitol  street $1,  290 

West  of  North  Capitol  street 3,  692 

Average  assessed  value  for  the  county 3,  118 
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Number  of  “ flat  buildings  ” assessed. 


Location. 

Num- 

ber. 

Value. 

In  the  city . 

81 

$908, 600 
389,000 

In  the  county 

21 

Total 

102 

1, 297, 600 

Average  assessed  value  of  “flat  buildings”  (city) $11,218 

Average  assessed  value  of  “ flat  buildings  ” (county) 18,  523 

Total  assessment  of  new  buildings  for  the  years  1895  to  1907,  inclusive. 

Amount  of  assessments $53, 195,  222 

Reductions 4, 163,  784 


Increase 49,  031,  438 


Number  of  new  buildings 13.  971 

Number  of  buildings  removed 2,  856 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings 11, 115 

Number  of  buildings  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

City 52,820 

County  12,  829 

Total ; 65,  649 


The  following  statement  shows  the  assessed  value  of  real  property 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  from  1871  to  1908,  inclusive: 

Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  assessed  for  taxation  from 

1871  to  1908,  inclusive. 


Year. 

Washington. 

Georgetown. 

County. 

Total. 

1871 

$66,818,886 

$6,213,467 

$6, 965, 101 

$79, 997, 454 

1872  

62,421,331 

6, 036, 434 

6, 500, 000 

74, 957,  765 

1873  

72, 880,  380 

6, 366, 488 

8,  623, 056 

87, 869, 924 

1874  

80, 539,  782 

6, 272,  010 

9, 621, 280 

96, 433, 072 

1875  

82,  292, 906 

6,312,  099 

9, 270, 036 

97, 875, 041 

1876  

78, 818, 934 

5, 849,  317 

8, 748,433 

93, 452, 684 

1877  : 

81,246,847 

5,  953, 932 

8, 728,  622 

95, 929, 401 

1878  

83, 101, 484 

6,028,041 

8, 480, 365 

97, 609, 890 

1879  

75, 555, 801 

5, 242, 224 

6,693,417 

87, 491,442 

1880  

76, 085, 940 

5, 291,313 

6, 603, 103 

87,980,356 

1881 \ 

77, 256, 610 

5, 282,  096 

6,  414,  372 

88,953,078 

1882  

78, 515, 793 

5,  266, 943 

6, 525,  759 

90,  308,  495 

1883  : 

80, 615, 448 

5, 307, 116 

6,611,101 

92, 533, 665 

1884  

80,293,418 

4,  013, 888 

6,541,368 

90, 848, 674 

1885  

82,  825, 255 

4, 074,  358 

6, 602, 851 

93,  502, 464 

1886  

85, 132, 151 

4, 160,  222 

6,  760, 956 

96,  053, 329 

1887  

96, 383, 486 

4,741,540 

7, 172, 075 

108, 302,101 

1888  

99, 430, 297 

4,908,345 

7, 406, 186 

111,  744,  S30 

1889  

102, 886, 043 

4,987,632 

7,611,678 

115,485,353 

1890  

119, 613, 603 

5,395,021 

12, 617, 795 

137, 626, 419 

1891 

123,110,  219 

5,550,976 

12,948, 696 

141,609,891 

1892  

126, 383, 584 

5,  682, 676 

13,415, 018 

145,481,278 

1893  

138, 104,  771 

5,796,237 

13, 123, 268 

147, 024, 276 

1894  

160, 269,876 

7,  623, 070 

23, 524, 858 

191,417,804 

1895  

161,054,  761 

7, 751, 615 

23, 748,  670 

192,  555, 046 

1896 

165, 399, 819 

23,  522,  524 

188, 922, 343 

1897  

156, 854, 384 

23, 522, 524 

180, 376, 908 

1898  

158, 532, 366 

22,  723, 918 

181,256, 284 

1899  

159, 559, 921 

23,  596, 450 

183, 156, 371 

1900  

151 , 498,  504 

25, 069, 045 

176, 567, 549 

1901 

154, 349, 966 

25, 984, 675 

180, 334,611 

1902  

155,903,114 

26,  622, 494 

182, 525, 608 

1903  

171,302,378 

37,217,058 

208, 519,  430 

1904  

174, 345,  708 

38,  904,  710 

213, 250, 418 

1905  

176,861,  785 

40,  743, 511 

217, 608, 296 

1906  

189, 728, 863 

49,  733,  122 

239, 461, 985 

1907  

194, 323,  420 

52, 983, 074 

247,  306, 494 

1908  

199,005, 724 

56, 319, 110 

255, 324, 834 
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Statement  dated  October  28,  190 7,  showing  personal  taxes  levied,  under  au- 
thority of  act  approved  July  1,  1902,  for  the  years  1903,  190 4,  1905 , 1906,  and 
1907,  the  collections  and  the  unpaid  balances. 


Year. 

Tax  levied. 

Changes  in  assessments. 

Collections. 

Balance 

Percent- 
age col- 
lected. 

Increase. 

Reduction. 

unpaid. 

1907  

$805, 688. 00 
724,  334. 69 
666, 247. 20 
637, 415. 61 
563,  533. 06 

$928. 53 

$3,761.73 
3, 266. 83 
2,  680. 25 
3, 350.  67 
7, 410. 94 

$745,825.28 
698, 122. 06 
647,359.98 
620, 720. 47 
547,893. 57 

.$57,029.52 
23,412.83 
16,556.58 
13, 913. 12 
9,211.31 

93 

1906  

467.03 

97 

1905 

349. 61 

98 

1904  

568. 65 

98 

1903  

982. 76 

98 

Special  assessments  levied  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907. 


Assessment  and  permit  work 

Improvements  and  repairs 

Construction  of  county  roads 

Sewers 

Opening  minor  streets  and  alleys. 
Street  extensions 


$122,  510.  38 

2,  138.  60 
929.  84 

3,  465.  37 
51,  513.  23 
40,  314.  17 


Total 

Increase  of  1907  over  1906,  $86,208.42. 


220,  871.  59 


NEW  TRIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT. 

The  board  of  assistant  assessors  is  nearing  the  completion  of  the 
triennial  assessment  of  1909-1911,  and  will  have  the  records  ready 
for  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  equalization  and  review  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  1908.  This  board  of  appeals  will,  in  accord- 
ance with  law,  continue  in  session  from  that  time  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June,  a period  of  unnecessary  length  and  not  warranted  by 
the  amount  of  such  business  coming  before  it.  I earnestly  recom- 
mend a change  in  the  law,  so  that  the  board  shall  continue  in  session 
only  from  the  first  Monday  in  January  to  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
which  would  allow  ample  time  for  appeals  and  also  enable  the  board 
to  reinspect  and  investigate  statements  offered  by  appellants,  so  that 
the  final  adjustment  of  the  assessments  could  be  completed  before  the 
beginning  of  the  following  fiscal  year,  when  the  taxes  would  be 
placed  upon  the  ledgers. 

The  board  has  been  engaged  upon  the  coming  triennial  assessment 
for  the  past  two  and  a half  years,  and  has  endeavored  to  arrive  at  a 
just  basis  of  assessment  by  applying  the  principle  of  two-thirds  of 
the  true  value,  based  upon  actual  view  of  properties,  investigation 
into  the  facts  governing  the  market  prices  of  lots,  by  conferences  with 
the  owners,  and  consideration  of  their  arguments  before  the  board  of 
equalization  and  review.  From  a careful  perusal  of  the  assessments 
to  this  date  I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  assessment  will  evidence 
standard  values,  will  be  a credit  to  the  board,  and  show  a marked 
increase  in  the  revenues  of  the  District. 

PERSONAL  TAXES. 

The  personal  tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1908  is  estimated  at  $850,- 
000,  based  upon  the  amount  assessed  for  1907,  which  was  $805,688. 
The  actual  amount  for  1908  can  not  be  definitely  ascertained  until 
after  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  board  of  personal  tax  appeals  on 
the  second  Monday  in  March,  1908. 
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The  personal  tax  law  in  its  entirety  seems  to  meet  the  views  of  our 
citizens,  and  if  equitably  enforced  should  occasion  no  just  complaint. 
The  items  of  cost  of  administration  and  clerical  work  in  carrying  out 
its  provisions  are  infinitesimal  compared  with  the  revenue  derived 
therefrom. 

It  is  only  by  utmost  care  and  constant  scrutiny  that  the  dupli- 
cation of  accounts  and  improper  or  erroneous  assessments  can  be 
reduced  to  a minimum.  The  law  requires  every  citizen,  association, 
corporation,  firm,  or  company  in  the  District  to  make  a return,  on 
a schedule  to  be  furnished  by  the  assessor,  of  all  tangible  personal 
property  and  all  general  merchandise  or  stock  in  trade  owned  or  held 
in  trust  or  otherwise  subject  to  taxation,  under  affidavit.  Notice 
that  the  blank  schedule  is  ready  for  distribution  is  required  by  law 
to  be  advertised  three  successive  secular  days.  The  period  prescribed 
for  the  filing  of  returns  is  during  the  month  of  July  and  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  August.  Failure  to  make  return  within  the 
period  stated  is  penalized  by  the  addition  of  20  per  cent  to  an 
assessment  of  the  property  by  the  board  of  personal  tax  appraisers, 
notice  of  such  assessment  being  furnished  the  property  owner  in 
order  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  appeal  therefrom.  Appeals 
from  all  assessments  may  be  had  before  the  board  of  personal  tax 
appeals,  which  convenes  on  the  first  Monday  in  February  and  sits 
until  the  second  Monday  in  March,  when  careful  consideration  is 
given  to  the  statements  of  everyone  appearing  before  the  board,  in 
order  that  the  disputed  tax  may  be  adjusted  on  a basis  fair  to  the 
owner  and  to  the  District. 

The  attention  of  the  members  of  the  personal  tax  board  has  been 
officially  brought  by  the  assessor  to  the  fact  that  the  words  directing 
that  assessments  shall  be  made  “ from  the  best  information  they  can 
procure  ” are  construed  to  mean  “ from  some  tangible,  definite  infor- 
mation obtained  either  from  actual  view,  if  possible,  or  otherwise, 
and  that  such  an  assessment  should  not  be  entered  of  record  without 
such  positive  basic  knowledge.” 

A careful  study  has  been  made  of  the  ministerial  details  in  regard 
to  the  records  concerning  personal  taxes,  including  field  books,  ledg- 
ers, recording  of  returns,  etc.,  which  will  undoubtedly  result  in  time 
and  labor  saving  and  perfected  methods.  In  the  past,  owners  of 
personal  property  have  frequently  claimed  that  they  had  filed  re- 
turns, whereas  the  records  failed  to  show  that  such  was  a fact.  A 
system  has  been  adopted  for  giving  receipts  to  those  making  returns, 
a stub  forming  the  card-index  reference  of  the  filed  returns.  The 
efficacy  of  this  system  has  been  demonstrated  during  the  past  few 
months  and  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  taxpayers  and  the 
satisfaction  of  the  office. 

REPORT  ON  PUBLIC  UTILITIES. 

Under  date  of  August  28,  1907,  this  office,  by  direction  of  Com- 
missioner West,  prepared  and  submitted,  it  is  believed,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  department,  a detailed  statement  upon  the 
subject  of  the  taxation  of  public-utility  corporations  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  order  to  determine  whether  these  corporations  are 
fully  assessed  under  the  law.  The  following  summary  of  this  state- 
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ment  shows  the  taxes  assessed  against  such  corporations  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  for  the  year  ended  June  30.  1907,  to  be — 


Steam  railroads $39, 177,  34 

Street  railroads 178,  436.  54 

Gas  companies 148,  406. 10 

Electric  lighting  company 45,  279.  88 

Telephone  companies 45,  211.  64 

Telegraph  companies 911.  73 

Steamboat  companies ' 11.  349.  00 

Canal  company 664. 19 


Total 469,436.42 


In  other  words,  the  public  utilities  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
paid  about  11  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  taxes  on  realty  and 
personalty  collected  in  the  year  1907. 

STEAM  RAILROADS. 

In  preparing  the  triennial  assessment  for  1909, 1910,  and  1911,  espe- 
cial attention  is  being  paid  by  the  board  of  assistant  assessors  to  the 
assessment  of  switches,  switch  towers,  roundhouses,  turntables,  and 
the  tracks  of  steam  railroads. 

STREET  RAILWAYS. 

The  tax  laws,  both  real  and  personal,  in  regard  to  street  railways 
are  being  enforced,  the  personal  tax  being  based,  as  required  by 
act  of  Congress,  upon  their  gross  receipts  as  shown  by  their  certified 
reports  to  Congress.  Under  the  existing  law  the  tracks  of  the  street 
railways  have  not  been  deemed  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion. This  position  has  been  based  upon  the  theory  that  the  tracks 
occupy  public  space  as  a franchise,  the  tax  upon  which  is  construed 
to  be  included  in  the  personal  tax  of  4 per  cent  per  annum  upon 
the  gross  receipts.  A thorough  examination  shows  that  a majority 
of  the  original  charters  of  the  various  lines  in  the  District  contain 
a specific  provision  that  the  tracks  shall  not  be  assessed  as  real  estate. 

A recommendation  is  submitted  elsewhere  in  this  annual  report  for 
the  increase  of  the  tax  upon  street  railways  from  4 to  6 per  cent 
upon  their  gross  receipts,  with  a specific  provision  that  the  tracks 
of  all  the  street  railways  shall  be  excluded  from  assessment. 

GAS  COMPANIES. 

Gas  companies  are  taxed  5 per  cent  per  annum  on  their  gross 
earnings  and  the  regular  rate  of  1^  per  cent  on  their  real  estate. 
Under  date  of  August  10,  1907,  the  board  of  assistant  assessors 
reported  that  the  service  pipes  and  meters  of  the  two  local  gas  com- 
panies had  theretofore  escaped  taxation  and,  in  accordance  with  a 
provision  of  an  act  approved  August  14,  1894,  returned  said  pipes 
and  meters  against  the  two  companies  for  the  years  1906  and  1907 
and  noted  the  same  for  the  assessment  of  1908.  The  assessments  for 
the  three  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
$3,268,188,  or  a total  tax  of  $49,022.82,  have  been  placed  upon  the 
ledgers. 

16920—07 2 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  COMPANIES. 

Electric  lighting  companies  are  taxed  4 per  cent  per  annum  on 
their  gross  earnings,  based  upon  an  affidavit  required  by  law  to  be 
submitted  by  them,  and  the  customary  rate  of  If  per  cent  upon  their 
realty.  Their  conduits,  poles,  lamps,  etc.,  are  classed  as  real  estate. 
Investigation  into  the  subject  of  the  taxation  of  service  wires  and 
meters  of  the  local  company  is  now  being  made  with  a view  to  defi- 
nitely ascertain  whether  action  consistent  with  that  taken  in  the  case 
of  the  gas  companies  above  mentioned  is  required  by  law. 

TELEPHONE  COMPANIES. 

Telephone  companies  are  taxed  4 per  cent  per  annum  on  their 
gross  earnings  and  If  per  cent  upon  their  realty,  including  over- 
head wires  and  supporting  poles. 

TELEGRAPH  COMPANIES. 

Telegraph  companies  are  not  required  by  law  to  pay  taxes  upon 
their  capital,  earnings,  or  receipts.  The  companies  operating  in  the 
District  are  taxed,  under  the  head  of  real  estate,  upon  overhead 
wires  supported  by  poles,  conduits,  and,  under  the  head  of  person- 
alty, upon  office  furniture,  fixtures,  implements,  machinery,  instru- 
ments, etc. 

STEAMBOAT  COMPANIES. 

Steamboat  companies  are  taxed  If  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  value 
of  vessels,  ships,  and  boats.  These  assessments  are  made  by  the 
board  of  personal  tax  appraisers,  although  the  companies  are  re- 
quired to  submit  affidavits  as  to  the  values  of  the  properties.  The 
office  furniture  of  these  corporations  is  also  taxed  as  personalty. 

CANAL  COMPANY. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  is  assessed  and  taxed 
upon  certain  realty  holdings,  other  real  estate  owned  by  it  having 
been  exempted  by  express  provision  of  law. 

PROPOSED  REDUCTION  IN  TAXATION  OF  NATIONAL  BANKS  AND  TRUST 

COMPANIES. 

The  former  recommendation  of  this  office  for  the  reduction  of  the 
taxation  on  national  banks  and  trust  companies  is  renewed.  Under 
existing  law  such  institutions  are  required  to  pay  6 per  cent  per 
annum  on  their  gross  earnings.  A careful  investigation  into  the 
subject  demonstates  that  there  should  be  a reduction  in  this  tax.  In 
addition  to  their  personal  tax  on  gross  earnings  they  pay  taxes  upon 
their  realty  holdings.  The  G per  centum  is  a tax  upon  the  right  to 
do  business  and  there  is  no  franchise  granted  them  for  the  use  of  the 
streets  and  the  rate  seems  to  be  higher  than  that  imposed  upon  similar 
businesses  in  other  jurisdictions. 
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One  of  the  main  features  of  trust  companies  is  the  loaning  of 
money  upon  realty  mortgages  and  upon  the  earnings  from  this  source 
they  are,  under  existing  law,  taxed  6 per  cent.  On  profits  from 
the  same  class  of  business  incorporated  savings  banks  pay  4 per 
cent,  while  building  associations  engaging  in  similar  lines  of  profit 
pa}^  2 per  cent.  These  various  rates  for  practically  the  same  class 
of  business  result  in  apparent  inconsistency.  It  is  respectfully  rec- 
ommended that  the  bill  now  before  Congress  for  the  reduction  of 
taxes  on  national  banks  from  6 per  cent  to  5 per  cent  per  an- 
num on  their  gross  earnings,  and  the  tax  on  trust  companies  from 
G per  cent  to  4 per  cent  on  their  gross  earnings,  be  urged  during 
the  coming  session  of  the  National  Legislature. 

TAX  ON  STREET  RAILWAYS. 

The  present  tax  of  4 per  cent  on  the  gross  receipts  of  street  rail- 
ways does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this  office,  compare  with  the  valu- 
able franchise  granted.  I have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the 
rate  be  increased  to  6 per  cent  on  the  gross  receipts  of  all  street 
railways  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  a specific  provision  that 
their  tracks  shall  not  be  taxed,  but  that  in  addition  their  lands  and 
buildings  shall  be  taxed  as  other  real  estate  is  taxed  and  assessed  for 
special  improvements. 

PROPOSED  LEGISLATION  TO  REGULATE  LICENSES. 

Under  date  of  January  23,  1907,  the  Commissioners  forwarded 
to  Congress  a request  for  the  enactment  of  a bill  regulating  certain 
licenses  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,  which 
embraced  the  following: 

A charge  of  50  cents  upon  each  separate  lot  or  parcel  of  land  for, 
the  publication  of  any  notice  given  by  newspaper  advertisement  to 
nonresident  owners  affected  by  the  levying  of  assessments  for  the 
inclosing  of  dangerous  wells,  the  drainage  of  lots,  cleaning  offensive 
cesspools,  connecting  lots  with  water  mains  and  sewers. 

The  definition  and  taxation  of  contractors  who  were  included  in 
the  present  license  law,  which,  however,  was  held  in  this  particular 
to  be  inoperatbe  on  the  ground  that  the  term  “ building  and  other 
contractors  ” was  ambiguous  and  indefinite. 

Defining  the  words  “ claim  agents  ” and  “ brokers  ” in  the  license 
law,  these  items. also  having  been  declared  void  for  ambiguity. 

Authorizing  the  Commissioners  to  revoke  licenses  issued  to  vict- 
ualers,  restaurants,  oyster  houses,  cook  shops,  ice-cream  parlors, 
dairy-lunch  establishments,  eating  houses  by  whatever  name  desig- 
nated, concerts,  entertainments,  exhibitions,  circuses,  information 
bureaus,  private  detective  agencies,  clairvoyants,  fortune  tellers  and 
mediums,  builders,  contractors,  and  plumbers.  Provision  was  made 
that  such  revocations  could  only  be  made  after  notice  and  hearing. 
This  proposed  legislation  is  in  the  interest  of  public  health,  safety, 
and  comfort  and  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  occupations  named. 

The  previous  recommendation  in  regard  to  these  matters  is  respect- 
fully renewed. 
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CANCELLATION  OF  TAX  SALES. 

In  the  past  this  office  has  been  flooded  with  applications  for  cancel- 
lation of  tax  sales.  Many  of  the  reasons  urged  were  on  technical 
grounds  which  have  not  met  with  the  approval  of  the  office,  while 
others  have  been  of  such  meritorious  character  as  to  warrant  favorable 
action.  The  present  law  provides  that  purchasers  at  tax  sales  shall 
receive  interest  upon  their  payments  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per 
annum  from  date  of  sale  to  date  of  redemption  (or  cancellation). 
Under  existing  conditions  a tax  restored  to  the  records  by  the  cancel- 
lation of  a tax  sale  is  accepted  without  interest  or  penalty  from  the 
date  of  sale  to  the  date  of  payment,  no  matter  when  such  payment  is 
made.  It  appears  only  just  that  when  a property  owner  applies  for  the 
cancellation  of  a tax  sale  which  restores  him  to  his  original  position 
before  the  sale  he  should  pay  the  delinquent  tax  at  once,  and  that 
interest  should  be  paid  by  him  for  further  delinquency.  In  this- con- 
nection I would  recommend  the  following  amendment  to  the  act  of 
July  1,  1902,  entitled  “An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ‘An  act  in 
relation,  to  taxes  and  tax  sales  in  the  District  of  Columbia,’  approved 
February  twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight : ” 

Upon  the  cancellation  of  tax  sales  in  accordance  with  this  act,  the  restored 
tax  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date 
of  cancellation  of  sale  until  date  of  payment  of  the  restored  delinquent  tax. 

NOTIFICATION  TO  DELINQUENT  TAXPAYERS. 

It  is  intended  to  continue  the  recently  adopted  system  of  notifying 
all  delinquent  taxpayers  by  mail  before  the  approaching  tax  sale, 
thus  saving  expenses  to  property  owners,  some  of  whom  unintention- 
ally allow  their  taxes  to  become  overdue  and  go  to  sale.  This  system 
is  in  the  interest  of  both  the  citizens  and  the  District  government  and 
justifies  the  extra  effort  on  the  part  of  the  force  to  furnish  good 
service. 

CORRECT  DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPERTY. 

In  the  past  a large  number  of  tax  sales  have  been  set  aside  because 
of  incomplete  or  inaccurate  descriptions  of  the  realty,  such  as  “ part 
of  lot  ” without  stating  which  part.  This  office,  which  is  required 
to  prepare  the  data  upon  which  is  based  the  advertisement  of  delin- 
quent properties,  is  making,  and  will  continue  to  make,  every  effort 
to  furnish  a list  so  complete  and  accurate  as  to  preclude  as  far  as 
possible  invalid  sales' because  of  insufficient  description. 

LICENSE  TAX  ON  TOBACCO. 

Under  the  existing  law  cigar  dealers  are  taxed  $12  per  annum 
for  license,  while  dealers  in  chewing  tobacco,  cigarettes,  or  any  form 
of  manufactured  tobacco  may  conduct  such  business  without  a license. 
This  apparent  inconsistency  should  be  remedied  by  an  amendment  to 
the  law  to  read  as  follows: 

That  an  annual  license  tax  of  twelve  dollars  is  hereby  imposed  upon  dealers 
in  cigars,  smoking  or  chewing  tobacco,  cigarettes,  or  any  form  of  manufactured 
tobacco. 
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WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

The  water-main  division  has,  during  the  past  year,  changed  its  card 
record  to  conform  to  the  system  of  new  squares  and  lots  in  the  county. 

Assessments  were  levied  in  the  amount  of  $60,675.61,  and  the  col- 
lections, including  current  accounts  and  arrears,  amounted  to 
$51,313.97. 

A draft  of  proposed  legislation  will  be  submitted  to  the  Commis- 
sioners at  an  early  date,  to  amend  the  existing  law  under  which  water 
mains  and  service  sewers  are  laid,  viz,  the  act  of  April  22,  1904.  At 
present  unsubdivided  property  in  the  county  can  not  be  assessed  for 
water  mains  until  such  time  as  the  main  is  tapped  or  the  property 
subdivided,  and  when  a main  is  tapped  an  assessment  can  be  made 
for  only  50  feet  on  either  side  of  the  tap  or  100  feet  in  all.  The  rela- 
tive position  of  a tap  in  front  of  any  lot  is  uncertain.  A literal 
observance  of  this  provision  would  result  in  the  possible  assessment  of 
property  not  benefited  by  the  main,  or  if  the  tap  should  be  in  the 
center  of  a lot  more  than  100  feet  wide  the  assessment  would  be 
limited  to  100  feet  and  the  excess  a loss  to  the  District  as  long  as  the 
property  remained  unsubdivided.  The  law  should  be  changed  so  as 
to  provide  that  when  a main  abutting  unsubdivided  county  property 
is  tapped  such  property  shall  be  assessed  for  the  number  of  feet  of 
main  so  abutting  at  the  same  rate  per  linear  foot  as  subdivided  prop- 
erty is  assessed. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  1907,  7,840  certificates  of  taxes  were  issued,  an 
increase  of  1 over  the  year  1906.  These  certificates  produced  a 
revenue  of  $3,920.  The  preparation  of  these  certificates  requires 
very  careful  work  on  the  part  of  the  clerks,  as  under  the  law  the 
omission  of  a tax  from  a tax  certificate  bars  its  collection  from  any 
subsequent  purchaser,  and  the  clerks  are  held  responsible  for  errors. 
In  this  connection  a recommendation  has  heretofore  been  made  by 
this  office  that  the  laAV  above  mentioned  should  be  amended  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  omission  of  a tax  from  a tax  certificate  should  bar 
its  collection  not  only  as  to  a subsequent  purchaser,  but  also  as  to 
the  owner  securing  the  certificate;  in  other  words,  that  the  omitted 
tax  should  be  canceled.  These  certificates,  for  which  a fee  of  50 
cents  each  is  charged,  should  be  an  insurance  as  to  their  correctness, 
and  the  property  owners  should  be  able  to  rely  upon  their  accuracy. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1907,  822  free  certificates  of  taxes  on  sub- 
divisions, tax  deeds,  condemnation  proceedings,  etc.,  were  issued. 

DUPLICATE  PAYMENTS. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  office  to  reduce  to  a minimum 
the  payment  of  duplicate  taxes,  which  in  most,  if  not  all,  cases  is 
the  fault  of  the  property  owner  or  his  agent.  The  present  method 
of  preparing  all  tax  bills  before  their  payment  becomes  due,  and 
their  arrangement  alphabetically  for  distribution  when  request  is 
made,  puts  the  office  upon  inquiry  should  a bill  be  missing  when 
a second  or  th'rd  request  is  made  for  the  bill.  This  system  is  also 
time  saving  for  the  public  and  for  the  office,  especially  during  the 
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month  of  May,  when  the  rush  of  a large  number  of  taxpayers  de- 
mands quick  service. 

During  the  busy  season  of  May  last  an  unusual  effort  was  made 
by  this  office  to  keep  the  daily  collections  posted  upon  the  ledgers 
each  da}^,  and  this  task  was  practically  accomplished,  thus  avoiding 
in  large  measure  the  duplication  of  payments. 

PROPOSED  RECORD  OF  BASIS  OF  ASSESSMENT. 

A form  of  proposed  card  reference  is  being  perfected  to  show  each 
lot  of  ground  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; the  assessed  value,  both  as 
to  land  and  improvements;  size  of  lot,  size  and  material  of  buildings, 
the  street,  the  house  number,  whether  used  for  business  or  for  resi- 
dence purposes,  and  other  detailed  information  for  the  use  of  the 
citizens  and  of  the  office.  This  record  will  be  a duplicate  of  a new 
form  of  field  book,  setting  forth  these  facts  as  a basis  for  arriving  at 
the  assessed  value  of  the  property,  and  will  indicate  to  the  owner  or 
other  parties  interested  in  the  property  the  factors  influencing  the 
rate  of  assessment. 

RECORD  OF  TRANSFERS. 

During  the  year  16,095  parcels  of  land  were  transferred  on  the 
records  of  the  office,  in  accordance  with  a provision  of  law  that  a 
daily  transcript  shall  be  made  of  transfers  of  realty  as  shown  by  the 
records  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  and  the  register  of  wills,  as  compared 
with  8,393  transfers,  embracing  about  14,000  parcels,  in  the  year 
preceding.  This  necessarily  important  and  careful  work  alone  re- 
quires the  exclusive  attention  of  two  clerks,  who  are  required  to 
possess  the  qualifications  of  expert  title  searchers. 

COUNTY  PLATS. 

The  new  system  of  designating  county  property  by  squares  and 
lots  adopted  by  a provision  of  law  approved  February  23,  1905,  and 
completed  one  year  ago,  has  more  than  proved  the  wisdom  of  its 
adoption.  There  is  uniformity  throughout  the  District  and  no  con- 
fusion, which  was  frequently  the  case  under  the  old  system. 

SUBDIVISIONS. 

The  growth  of  the  District  and  the  consequent  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  subdivisions,  especially  in  the  suburbs,  has  entailed  much 
additional  work  upon  the  office  of  the  assessor.  Large  tracts  of  land 
are  being  converted  into  hundreds  of  lots,  bounded  by  streets,  ave- 
nues, and  alleys,  and  these  changes  must  be  arranged  in  detail  on  the 
records  and  prepared  for  action  by  the  board  of  assistant  assessors 
for  assessment.  For  the  proper  execution  of  this  work  an  additional 
clerk  is  recommended  at  a salary  of  $900  per  annum. 

DETAILS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1907  J.  E.  Poole,  clerk  in  the  special  assess- 
ment office  at  $900  per  annum,  was  detailed  to  the  office  of  the  prop- 
erty clerk,  and  A.  G.  Trow,  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  property 
clerk  at  $000  per  annum,  and  C.  H.  Mackall,  laborer  in  the  street- 
cleaning department  at  $450  per  annum,  were  detailed  to  this  office. 
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ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 


Under  date  of  September  25,  1907,  a committee  consisting  of  the 
auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted, by  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, a statement  of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30.  1909.  A copy  of  the  report  is  as  follows: 


}- 


Realty : 

Current  taxes 
Arrears— 

Personal : 

Current  taxes  I 
Arrears / 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 

Fees : 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures 

Surveyor 

Justices  of  the  peace 

Dog  pound 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters , 

Tax  certificates ; 

Health  department  permits I 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 

Water  permits 

Railing  permits : ! 

Building  permits 

Electrical  permits 

Landing  and  storing  wood,  fees 

Police-court  fines 

Supreme  court,  District  of  Columbia,  fines : 

Liquor  licenses t 

Plumbers’  licenses 

Insurance  licenses 

Engineers’  licenses 1 ' 

Dog  taxes 

Miscellaneous  licenses 

Market  rents 

Hay  scales  and  fish  wharves  (rental) 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini  buildings 

Advertising  taxes 

Street  extension  assessments  and  interest 

Public  convenience  stations 

Pipe  line 

Bathing-beach  receipts 

Sale  of  old  material 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  and  inmates 

Sale  of  old  houses 

Tuition,  public  schools 

Forfeit  of  contractors’  deposits 

Miscellaneous  items 

Surplus  fees,  recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills,  sale  of  old  mate- 
rial and  products  by  District  institutions 


$4,  225,  000 


800,  000 

1,  250 
35,  000 

6,  500 
17,  000 
30,  000 
800 

1,  500 
4,  000 

400 

3,  000 
1,800 

800 
8,  100 

4,  000 
175 

110,  000 
250 
471,  000 
65 

85,  000 
250 

20,  000 
107,  500 
22,  000 
1,800 
9,  000 

2,  000 
30,  000 

100 
740 
500 
3,  500 
450 
250 
300 
500 
3,  500 

9,  000 


Total 6, 017,  030 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police-court  fines  and 
dog  taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  funds 106,  000 


Total  available 5, 911,  030 
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OFFICE  WORK. 

The  current  work  of  the  office,  including  the  preparation  of  the  new 
ledgers  for  1908,  subdivisions,  tax  certificates,  licenses,  etc.,  is  up  to 
date.  During  the  year  1907  the  realty  ledgers,  containing  35,466 
accounts  (many  quite  lengthy),  and  the  personal-tax  ledgers,  contain- 
ing 15,304  accounts,  were  written  and  the  paid  accounts  posted;  about 
100,000  current  and  a large  number  of  arrears  and  special-assessment 
bills  prepared;  action  taken  on  about  10  110  official  jackets;  the  trans- 
fers of  property  noted  upon  card  records  and  ledgers,  and  321  sub- 
divisions acted  upon. 

OFFICE  FORCE. 

I take  especial  pleasure  in  commending  the  excellent  morale  and 
efficiency  of  the  force  of  employees  in  this  office.  To  my  two  assistant 
assessors,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Petty,  I attribute  what  success  may 
have  attended  my  administration  as  a result  of  their  intelligent  and 
practical  ideas  in  solving  the  intricate  questions  constantly  arising 
in  the  routine  of  official  business. 

The  clerks  are  painstaking  and  work  with  zeal  in  the  interest  of 
the  office. 

Since  assuming  the  position  of  assessor  it  has  been  my  earnest 
endeavor  to  fulfill  the  duties  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  to  admin- 
ister the  office  in  such  a manner  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  this  branch 
of  the  District  government. 

I desire  to  take  this  occasion  to  again  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  confidence  of  the  Commissioners  in  appointing  me  to  the  office  of 
assessor  and  in  approving  the  various  recommendations  submitted 
during  my  incumbency. 

An  appendix  is  herewith  submitted  setting  forth  a copy  of  the 
estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  1909,  a detailed 
statement  of  the  general  licenses  issued  during  the  year  1907,  certifi- 
cates for  miscellaneous  deposits,  and  a list  of  the  license  rates  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  W.  W.  Griffin, 

Assessor  District  of  Columbia , 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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APPENDIX. 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30,  1909. 


Name  of  officer  or  em- 
ployee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1908. 

Estimated, 

1909. 

E.  W.  W.  Griffin 

Assessor  District  of  Columbia,  $3,500;  chairman 
excise  and  other  boards,  $500. 

$4, 000 

2,000 
2,000 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
900 
1, 000 
900 
900 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,000 
600 
3,000 
3,000 
3, 000 
1,500 
600 

500 

$4,000 

2,000 
2, 000 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,200 
1,500 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
900 
1,000 
900 
900 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,000 
600 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 

1.500 
600 

500 

900 

2.500 

J.  T.  Petty 

do 

Clerk 

H.  M.  Fitzhugh 

do 

Peter  S.  Lesh 

Clerk  

C.  M.  Davis  « 

. . . .do 

S.  D.  Gage 

do 

B.  F.  Adams 

do 

G.  W.  Thomas 

Clerk 

M.  S.  Herring 

do 

Lydie  Addison 

do 

J.  E.  Boteler 

do 

M.  G.  Dent 

H.  R.  Hall 

J.  L.  Davidson 

Clerk I 

K.  C.  Berry 

do 

H.  E.  Woodward 

R.  J.  Jones 

Clerk 

B.  K.  Winchell 

do 

W.  J.  Donovan 

Wade  H.  Coombs 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

William  Moten ' 

Messenger 

Matthew  Trimble 

Assistant  assessor 

S.  T.  Kalbfus 

do 

Alex.  McKenzie 

do 

Richard  Hamilton 

Clerk,  board  of  assistant  assessors 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver  (for  board  of  assistant  as- 
sessors). 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

One  additional  clerk  b . . 

Temporary  clerk  hire  for  preparing  numerical 
book,  to  be  immediately  available,  provided 
that  the  regular  employees  of  the  assessor’s 
office  be  employed  on  this  work  after  office 
hours  with  additional  compensation,  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  Commissioners  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  assessor,  c 

Total 

43, 500 

47, 200 

EXCISE  BOARD. 

R.  Williams 

Chief  clerk 

2,000 

1,200 

1,000 

600 

2,000 

1,200 

1,000 

600 

C.  S.  Cotton 

Clerk 

Henry  Naylor 

do 

Garrett  N.  Wormley 

Messenger 

Total 

4,800 

4,800 

PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 
Francis  Nve 

Assistant  assessor 

s non 

a non 

A.  Wilson 

do 

3^  000  3’,  000 

1 800  1 800 

F.  A.  Gunther 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

J.  S.  Kirk 

Clerk,  board  of  personal  tav  appraisers  . 

1,400 
1,000  , 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2,000 

1,400 
1,000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2, 000 

C.  M.  White,  jr 

Assistant  clerk 

P.  T.  Coyle  

Inspector 

A.  Bradshaw 

do 

D.  H.  Edwards do 

Total 1 

15,800  15,800 

1 

“The  proposed  additional  salary  for  this  employee  is  justified  by  his  long  experience  of  nineteen 
years  in  the  office,  his  familiarity  with  the  records,  and  his  faithful  and  successful  efforts  to  perfect 
the  new  system  of  designating  county  property,  as  recently  authorized  by  Congress.  His  present  sal- 
ary of  $1,200  is  deemed  inadequate,  considering  the  character  of  the  work  he  performs. 

b This  proposed  additional  clerk  is  based  upon  the  requirements  of  the  office  due  to  the  volume  of 
work  incident  to  the  large  number  of  subdivisions  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

“This  amount  is  necessary  for  compiling  the  triennial  real  estate  assessment  during  the  fiscal  year 
1908.  This  requires  a vast  amount  of  labor  which  it  is  impossible  for  the  regular  office  force  to  per- 
form during  office  hours.  In  view  of  the  experience  of  the  regular  clerks  and  their  familiarity  with 
the  records,  it  is  more  economical  in  time  and  expense  to  utilize  them  rather  than  to  employ  untrained 
persons  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  methods  and  system  of  the  office. 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for"  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30 , 1909 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  em- 
ployee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1908. 

Estimated, 

1909. 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT 
OFFICE. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special  assessment  clerk 

$1, 700 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1, 200 
900 
900 
750 

$1,700 

1,200 

1,200 

1,400 

1,400 

1,200 

1,400 

1,200 

900 

900 

750 

E.  W.  Qishopp 

Clerk 

D.  M.  Cridler 

do 

W.  H.  De  Shields  a 

do 

H.  W.  Hamilton  a 

do 

Boyce  R.  Bolton 

do 

J.  W.  Harkness  b 

do  . . . 

A.  F.  Entwisle 

do 

N.  H.Stellwag 

do 

J.  E.  Poole 

do 

M.  L.  Jones 

do 

Total 

12, 650 

13,250 

Grand  total 

76, 750 

81,050 

aThese  two  clerks  have  for  a number  of  years  been  engaged  on  work  in  the  special  assessment  office 
requiring  very  careful  attention  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  a technical  nature.  The  small  increases 
proposed  are  considered  a recognition  of  their  ability  and  devotion. 

bThis  clerk,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  District  for  some  years,  is  required  to  have  and  does 
have  a clear  knowledge  of  real-estate  law  for  the  proper  execution  of  transfers  of  realty,  as  set  forth 
on  the  daily  records  of  the  offices  of  the  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds  on  the  books  of  the 
assessor’s  office,  and  the  carefulness  and  accuracy  of  his  work  are  shown  by  the  absence  of  errors. 
His  present  salary  is  deemed  not  commensurate  with  his  usefulness. 

LICENSES. 


During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  this  office  issued  to  the  collector  of 
taxes  certificates  for  miscellaneous  deposits,  as  follows : 


Miscellaneous  receipts. 

Births,  marriages,  deaths,  pound  fees,  etc.,  health  department. 

Deposits : 

Washington  Market  Company,  credit  poor  fund. 

Policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  fund. 

Appropriation  streets,  District  of  Columbia. 

Street  lighting. 

Matthew  Wright  legacy. 

Interest  on  District  of  Columbia  bonds. 

Judgments,  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Miscellaneous  trust-fund  deposits. 

Receipts  from  bathing  beach. 

Forfeited  deposits. 

Receipts  of  municipal  lodging  house. 

Receipts  from  engineers’  licenses. 

Receipts  from  Industrial  Home  School  and  Board  of  Children’s  Guardians. 
Receipts  from  sale  of  old  material. 

Proceeds  from  sale  of  school  site. 

Receipts  from  farmers’  wholesale  street  markets. 

Receipts  from  public  convenience  stations. 

Juvenile  court  fines,  United  States  cases. 

Juvenile  court  fines,  District  of  Columbia  cases. 

Fees : 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures. 

Inspection  of  gas  meters. 

Justices  of  the  peace. 

Fines : 

Credit  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds,  fines  against  policemen  and 
firemen. 

Police  court,  United  States  cases. 

Police  court,  District  of  Columbia  cases. 
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Rents : 

By  reason  of  elimination  of  grade  crossings  and  construction  of  new  Union 
Station. 

Property  along  Potomac  River. 

Property  along  James  Creek  Canal. 

Property  along  Eastern  Branch. 

Property  occupied  by  railroads  on  public  lands. 

Rock  Creek  Park. 

Miscellaneous  sources. 

Repayments  to  various  appropriations. 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,.  1907. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 


Business. 


Amount. 


Apothecaries 

Auctioneers 

Automobile  storage 

Banks  and  bankers 

Bill  posters 

Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  bowling  alleys. 

Brokers 

Barrooms 

Brewers  and  brewers’  a ents 

Boarding  houses 

Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  palmists 

Cattle  dealers 

Commission  merchants 

Cigar  dealers 

Contractors : 


$1, 323. 00 
1,558.34 

705. 00 

2, 000. 00 

213. 35 

7. 688. 00 
4,900.04 

428, 121.60 

2. 750. 00 

343. 00 
672.  95 
393.  75 

1,686. 67 
17, 929. 00 
1,377.09 


Increase. 


$167. 83 


1.75 


777. 00 


6, 777. 20 
125. 00 


45.00 


Carriage  and  wagon  makers 

Confectioners 

Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

Dealers  in  markets 

Dealers  in  fireworks 

Dealers  in  gasoline 

Dealers  in  kerosene  oil 

Employment  agents 

Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

Fuel  hucksters 

Florists 

Hotels •. 

Investment  companies 

Livery  stables 

Laundries •. 

Land  and  improvement  companies 

Peddlers* 

Public  halls 

Public  parks 

Public  passenger  vehicles 

Pawnbrokers 

Produce  dealers 

Railroad-ticket  brokers 


175. 00 

860. 00 
7,020.19 
2, 572. 81 

167. 01 
778.  94 
1,583.58 
383. 34 
3, 634.  00 
223. 75 

632. 00 
4, 198.  00 

100. 00 
3,457.84 
2, 005.  85 

50. 00 
839. 65 
1, 366. 68 
191.67 
2, 238. 50 
800. 00 
6,  689. 00 
200. 00 


44. 00 
420. 15 


112.20 
733. 35 
1,583.58 
383. 34 


45. 75 


168. 69 
450. 01 
8.34 
56.50 


Restaurants  and  eating  houses 

Real-estate  agents 

Slot  machines 

Theaters 

Transfer  fees 

Undertakers 

Wholesale  liquor  dealers 

Intelligence  offices 

Claim  agents 

Storage  warehouses  (oil) 

Total 


9,353. 50 
11,575.16 

130.00 

700. 00 
70.00 

1,347.91 
43,  508.  70 


106.  71 

1.66 


578, 514. 87 


12,008. 56 


Decrease. 


Number 
in  each 
class. 


$4. 00 
125. 00 


633. 32 


145. 34 
218.  73 
132. 50 
56.  67 


226 

17 

16 

4 

11 

241 

47 

521 

11 

21 

32 

28 

45 


1,593 


266. 67 
100.  00 


40.98 


1,257.00 
75.  00 


739. 00 
200.  00 
26. 32 
46.  65 


537.50 

531. 50 


22.50 


362. 50 
375. 93 

50. 00 

20.00 


5, 967. 12 


57 

7 
75 

207 

527 

327 

191 

2,110 

16 

863 

47 

45 

68 

1 

60 

188 

1 

65 

15 

3 

397 

8 
589 

8 

599 

254 

3 

7 

140 

56 

140 


9, 890 


Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1906-7 $578,  514.  87 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1905-6 572,  473.  43 

Total  increase 6,  041.  44 

Total  increase,  1906-7 12,  008.  56 

Total  decrease,  1906-7 5,  967.  12 

Net  increase 6,  041.  44 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Agricultural  exhibits 

Nov.  1 

$100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  for . 

do  . . . 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Apothecaries - 

do ... 

6 

Per  annum. 

Art  exhibits 

do  . . . 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Athletic  grounds 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Auctioneers 

Nov.  1 

100 

Per  annum. 

Automatic  machines.  ( See  Slot  ma- 

chines.) 

Automobiles,  auto  vehicles,  etc 

July  1 

9 

Do. 

Automobile  establishments 

Nov.  1 

25 

License  for  10  vehicles  or  less,  per  annum. 

2 

Each  additional  vehicle. 

Balls 



3 

Per  night. 

Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated) 

July  1 i 

500 

Per  annum. 

Barrooms 

Nov.  1 

800 

Do. 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Baths 

Nov.  1 

25 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per 

annum. 

do . . . 

20 

Per  annum. 

Billiard  rooms 

do  . . . 

12 

Per  annum  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle. 

jenny  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffleboard 

or  other  legitimate  game  table. 

Boarding  houses,  public 

do  . . . 

1 

Per  annum  for  each  room. 

Bowling  alleys 

do  ... 

12 

Per  annum. 

Boxing  schools 

12 

Do. 

Brewers 

do  . . . 

250 

Do. 

Brewers’  agents 

....do ... 

250 

Do. 

Brokers,  real-estate 

....do  ... 

50 

Do. 

Brokers,  railroad-ticket 

do  . . . 

25 

Do. 

Brokers,  general 

July  1 

250 

Do. 

Brokers,  general  (members  of  stock  ex- 

 do ... 

100 

Do. 

change). 

Brokers,  note 

do  . . . 

100 

Do. 

Building  contractors 

Nov.  1 

25 

Do. 

Carnivals 

do  . . . 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Carriages  for  hire 

July  1 

6 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 

9 

More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

9 

By  other  motive  power,  per  annum. 

Carriage  and  wagon  establishments 

Nov.  1 

25 

Per  annum. 

Cattle  dealers 

do . .. 

15 

Do. 

Cattle  exhibits 

do ... 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  additional  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Cigar  dealers  . 

do 

12 

Per  annum. 

Circuses 

200 

Per  day. 

Claim  agents 

Nov.  1 

25 

Per  annum. 

Clairvoyants 

do  . . . 

25 

Do. 

Commission  merchants 

do  . . . 

40 

Do. 

Concerts 

3 

Per  night. 

Confectionery  establishments 

Nov.  1 

12 

Per  annum. 

Contractors  of  all  kinds 

do  . . . 

25 

Do. 

Cook  shops 

do  . . . 

18 

Do. 

Dairy  lunches 

do  . . . 

18 

Do. 

Dealers  in  markets 

do  . . . 

5 

Do. 

Distillers  or  rectifiers 

do  . . . 

250 

Do. 

Druggists 

do  . . . 

6 

Do. 

Eating  houses  . . . 

do  . . . 

18 

Do. 

Electromobiles 

July  1 

9 

Do. 

Employment  agencies 

Nov.  1 

25 

Per  annum.  (Act  June  19,  1906.) 

Entertainments 

3 

Per  night. 

Entertainment  halls 

Nov.  1 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Exhibition  halls 

do  . . . 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  • July  1,  1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Kate. 

Remarks.  ’ 

Exhibits— Agricultural,  art,  cattle. 

Nov.  1 

$100 

Per  annum. 

floral,  food,  freaks,  industrial,  me- 

10 

Per  week. 

chanical,  museums,  poultry,  side 

5 1 

Each  subsequent  wreek. 

shows,  e’c. 

3 i 

Per  day. 

do  . . . 

1 

Per  annum.  (Act  Feb.  9,  1906.) 

....do ... 

100 

Per  annum. 

10  J 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

do. . . 

12 

Per  annum. 

do. . . 

15 

Do. 

Flying  horses.  ( See  Merrv-go-rounds.) 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Fireworks 

Nov.  1 

50 

Per  annum.  (Act  Feb.  9, 1906.) 

do  . . . 

25 

Per  annum. 

do  . . . 

5 

Do. 

General  brokers 

July  1 

250 

Do. 

•General  brokers  (members  of  stock  ex- 

do ... 

100 

Do. 

change.) 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Gasoline 

Nov.  1 

5 

Per  annum.  (Act  Feb.  9,  1906.) 

do . . . 

12 

Per  annum. 

Hacks.  (See  Carriages.) 

do  . . . 

10 

Do. 

Hotels 

do  . . . 

1 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  accommo- 

dation of  guests. 

Hucksters 

Apr.  1 

12 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Ice-cream  parlors 

Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Improvement  and  land  companies.  (See 

Land  and  improvement  companies.) 

do  . . . 

1 

Per  annum  for  storing.  (Act  Feb.  9, 1906.) 

do  . . . 

100 

Per  annum. 

Land  and  improvement  companies 

....do... 

50 

Do. 

Laundries 

do  . . . 

20 

Steam  or  other  powTer,  per  annum. 

10 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand 

Lawn  fetes.  (See  Picnics.) 

Lecture  halls 

do . . . 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  wreek. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Livery  stables 

do . . . 

25 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 

2 

Each  additional  stall. 

Liquor  dealers,  retail 

do  . . . 

800 

Per  annum. 

Liquor  dealers,  wholesale 

do  . . . 

300 

Do. 

Liquors,  brewers  or  manufacturers  of . . . 

do  . . . 

250 

Do. 

Market  dealers  of  all  kinds 

do  . . . 

5 

Do. 

Massage  establishments 

do  . . . 

25 

Do. 

Maturity  associations 

...,do ... 

100 

Do. 

Medicated  baths.  (See  Baths. ) 

Mediums 

....do... 

25 

Do. 

Merrv-go-rounds 

12 

Per  week. 

10 

Each  subsequent  wreek. 

3 

Per  day. 

Note  brokers 

July  1 

100 

Per  annum. 

Omnibuses 

do  ... 

6 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

9 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

Oyster  houses 

i Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Palmists 

25 

Do. 

Passenger  transportation  lines 

do  ... 

6 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle  not  exceed- 

ing 10  passengers. 

12 

Exceeding  10  passengers. 

Pawnbrokers 

do ... 

100 

Per  annum. 

Peddlers 

Apr.  1 

25 

Do. 

Picnic  grounds 

j Nov.  1 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  wreek. 

3 

Per  day. 

Polo  grounds 

20 

Per  wreek. 

5 

Per  day. 

Pool  rooms 

Nov.  1 

12 

Per  annum. 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incorpo- 

July 1 

500 

Do. 

rated). 

Produce  dealers 

Apr.  1 

12 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Pace  tracks 

20 

Per  week 

5 

Per  day. 

Peal  estate  brokers.  {See  Brokers,  real 

estate.) 

Pectifiers.  (See  Distillers.) 

Pestaurants 

Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Pussian  baths.  (See. Baths.) 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Second-hand  dealers  of  all  kinds 

Nov.  1 

$40 

Per  annum. 

“Seeing  Washington  cars.”  ( See  Pas- 

senger  transportation  lines.) 

Shooting  galleries 

12 

Do. 

Skating  rinks 

— do ... 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Slot  machines 

2 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

50 

Per  annum,  unlimited  number. 

Soothsayers 

do  . . . 

25 

Per  annum. 

Stock  exchange,  Washington 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

Theaters. 

Nov.  1 

100 

Do. 

20 

Per  week. 

10 

Less  than  one  week. 

Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  ( See  Brokers, 

ticket.) 

Tournaments.  ( See  Race  tracks. ) 

Turkish  baths.  ( See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 

do  . . . 

25 

Per  annum. 

Vehicles  for  hire 

July  1 

6 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

9 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

9 

Per  annum,  horseless  or  motor  vehicle. 

Victualers 

Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Wagon-making  establishments.  ( See 

Carriage-making  establishments.) 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

Steam  engineers’  licenses  are  of  three  grades — first,  second,  and  third — the 
fee  for  each  being  $3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required. 
Licenses  are  good  until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grade.  (Act  of  February 
28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000 
each,  but  no  fee  is  charged.  (27  Stat.  L.,  117.) 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (Act  of  July  1,  1902.) 

E.  W.  W.  Griffin, 
Assessor  District  of  Columbia. 
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